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In the fall of 2014, I had the privilege of sitting down with our new university
president, Kevin J Worthen, to get his thoughts on Religious Education and
more broadly about coming changes. I hope you enjoy as much as I did the
opportunity to hear President Worthen share his thoughts on faith, student
challenges, and the Church’s increasingly visible presence in the world today.
In this issue you will also find other important essays and contributions
by leading scholars and historians. I’ve had the privilege of reading each of
them personally, and I am pleased to report that they each offer insightful
counsel and discussions. In the behind-the-scenes preparation for this issue, I
was able to work closely with Elder Bruce C. Hafen on the article that is published here. The article “Fear Not, I Am with Thee” has an interesting history
and is the first of a two-part discussion. This article was originally presented
at the 2014 BYU Women’s Conference, and a second part will be published
soon in the Religious Educator. The second part contains Elder Hafen’s talk at
the 2014 Sidney B. Sperry Symposium held at BYU in October.
The remaining articles cover a wide range of important topics, reaching
from a discussion of the historical setting of Doctrine and Covenants 127 and
128 to a reflection on the interplay of agency and accountability. Two of the
articles in this issue go hand in hand: one that discusses the growth of the
Church on a global scale and one that treats the sensitive issue of teaching
about world religions in LDS classrooms. I hope you enjoy these insightful
essays and studies.

Thomas A. Wayment
Editor

v

iv

Contents

1

Constructing Spiritual Stability

Religious Educator
VOL UME 1 6 NUMBER 1 · 2 0 1 5

117

e l d er da l e g . renlu n d

11

33

77

Learning about Other Religions:
False Obstacles and Rich Opportunities
m auro p rope rzi

151

Publishing Mormon History:
A Conversation with Alexander L. Baugh
inte rview by d evan je nse n

163

“Wherefore, Ye Are Free”: How the Plan of Salvation
Ensures Perfect Agency and Accountability

Review of The Mormon Image in the American Mind:
Fifty Years of Public Perception
reviewe d by d evan je nse n

t h om a s e. s h erry

168

New Publications

Prophetic Use of the Pauline Epistles, 1970–2013

172

Upcoming Events

173

Staff Spotlights

br a d fa rn swo rt h , j o h n h ilto n i i i , jac lyn n i els o n ,
a n d j o nat h a n o g d en

105

129

“They Pursue Me without Cause”:
Joseph Smith in Hiding and D&C 127, 128
a n d rew h . h ed g es

61

brittanie a. ste e le

Religion Matters:
A Conversation with President Kevin J Worthen
i n t erv iew by t h oma s a . waymen t

43

r ay m . m e rrill, arie lle a. sloan, and

“Fear Not, I Am with Thee”: The Redeeming, Strengthening,
and Perfecting Blessings of Christ’s Atonement
e l d er b ruc e c . h a f en a n d m a ri e k . ha f en

Growth of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
in a Global Context

Dear Son: Lessons from Moroni Chapter 9
e z r a g w ill ia m

